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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: WEEK FOUR

Please Read Matthew 25:31-46

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep
on his right and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. 35 For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed clothes
and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit
me.” 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in,
or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit
you?’ 40 “The King will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, Depart
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

42 For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43 | was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not clothe
me, | was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.” 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not
help you?” 45 “He will reply, Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these,
you did not do for me.” 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to
eternal life.”

What immediately jumps out to you from this passage?

This passage depicts Jesus at the final judgment. Does the idea of judgment, heaven and hell, make
you uncomfortable? Why or why not?



1. Jesus teaches and talks a lot about eternity and eternal things, it seems He wants His followers to
live with a conscious awareness that our earthly lives will end and our eternal soul will live on. Do
you live with that conscious awareness?

* What would be the benefit for a follower of Jesus to live with an awareness of eternity?

2. Read verses 34-36 again please “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. 35 For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed clothes
and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit
me.

* This passage indicates that from the creation of the world a kingdom, an inheritance,
has been prepared. How does it affect you to know that God knows you and has
prepared an eternal home for you?

* Jesus lists six things that those on his right, those that will enter heaven, have done for
Him. Have you ever done one of those six things for someone? What was that
experience like for you?

* Somewhat shockingly, it appears on the surface that people enter heaven because of
what they do. The idea that we can earn our way into heaven with righteous “works”
goes directly against many other verses in the Bible, including Ephesians 2:8-10
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we
are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do. Do you think Jesus and Paul disagree about the basic nature
of salvation or do you lean toward the idea that | shared in the sermon that “We are
not saved by our works but our works show that we are saved?




3. Now please read verses 37-40 - Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick
or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one

of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” What do you make of these
verses?

* This teaching that what we do for others, literally those who have very little, we are
actually doing for Jesus, is mind blowing and revolutionary. Honestly, how does this
truth call you to change how you live your daily life?

4. Now read: 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For | was hungry and you gave me nothing
to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 | was a stranger and you did not
invite me in, | needed clothes and you did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison and you did
not look after me.” 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply, Truly |
tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’

* The literary structure of this passage contains sections that repeat each other, this
technique is used by Matthew to point us to examine both what is exactly the same
and to closely examine what is different. What do you notice is exactly the same and
what do you notice that is different in verses 34 and 41?

* What do you think it says about God, that the eternal fire was not originally prepared
for people?




5. Now read Verse 46: “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal
life.” What do you make of this last verse?

* Does verse 46 motivate you to live in a new way?

* What are some takeaways for you from Matthew 25:31-46 that you want to
remember?




